
When Satu Moilanen, a nurse at Guy’s Hospital, 
pictured her dream flat, she knew exactly 

where it would be. Since arriving in the UK from 
Finland seven years ago, she had been living in rented 
accommodation in Charlton and Woolwich, south east 
London. But if she could have chosen somewhere to 
buy, it would always be in nearby Greenwich.  

“Realistically I knew I couldn’t afford anything,” she 
smiles, “but I didn’t stop thinking about it. Then one 
day I saw a new development going up in Greenwich 
and decided to find out who was building it.” 

Outside the development, there was an advert 
for key workers. Satu went home, logged on to the 
internet and typed in the Tower Homes website 
address. That same day she phoned Tower and signed 
up to a presentation. There, she heard all about the 
concept of part rent, part buy schemes and the new 
Rubicon development, a modern block of one and two 
bedroom flats right in the heart of Greenwich.

That was in February 2006. Within just four 
months, Satu had moved into her new home. “I 
knew exactly where I wanted to live, so there was no 
looking involved,” she says. “It all went amazingly 
quickly. I applied, paid my deposit, saw a financial 
advisor and moved in. There was no hassle at all.”

Throughout the flat buying process, Satu says she 
consulted with Tower Homes on a regular basis.

“They were wonderful,” she recalls. “I really didn’t 
know anything, so they gave me a list of suitable 
financial advisors and solicitors who specialise in part 
rent, part buy schemes. That was incredibly helpful 
for me.”

Today, Satu and her partner live in one of the 
spacious two bedroom flats reserved especially for 
key workers in the Rubicon. Not only has she got 
onto the property ladder, but she is also living in her 
dream location.

“It’s incredible,” she says. “When I lived in 
Woolwich, I used to come to the park in Greenwich 
every weekend. Now it’s right on my doorstep. Not 
only that but I’m really close to the train station, 
which is important for my work. 

“This is a really friendly development and we 
already know a lot of the neighbours,” she adds. 
“Everyone really looks after their places as well. It’s 
just a lovely place to live.” 

FAST FACTS 

Development: Rubicon

Market value of apartment:  
£263,000

Share bought: 45%

Monthly mortgage 
payment:  £1,200
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